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that is exactly what will happen if it
should become law.

If that bill passes, what will happen
to older Americans who qualify for
Medicare but still need access to crit-
ical health services? We know that in-
surance companies would likely be al-
lowed to charge older Americans much
higher premiums under the Republican
plan. Remember, it used to be capped.
The cost for older Americans used to be
capped. It is now being estimated that
Americans between the ages 55 and 64
would pay some of the highest in-
creases. That increase would be $5,200
more per year. Standard & Poor’s actu-
ally estimated that premiums for a 64-
year-old could increase by 30 percent
under the Republican bill that passed
the House.

The Congressional Budget Office
noted in their report on the House Re-
publican health care plan that ‘‘al-
though the agencies expect that the
legislation would increase the number
of uninsured broadly, the increase
would be disproportionately large
among older people with lower in-
comes, particularly people between 50
and 64 years of age with incomes of less
than 200 percent of the Federal poverty
level.” Think about that for a second.
Executives of insurance companies,
pharma companies—the richest will get
tax breaks into the hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars, but the poorest folks,
the elderly in our community, accord-
ing to the CBO, would see their costs
g0 up considerably.

The New Jersey Hospital Association
noted that ‘‘under current law, a 64-
year-old making $26,500 a year will pay
an average of $1,700 in annual pre-
miums.” Under the AHCA—the Repub-
lican plan in the House—that same in-
dividual making just above minimum
wage will pay, under their plan, be-
tween $13,600 and $16,100 in premiums.
That is the increase for older Ameri-
cans, working Americans. That is the
increase.

We know that as more older Ameri-
cans lose their health coverage and in
turn enter Medicare in worse health,
our entire Medicare system is made
weaker and less solvent.

If this bill passes, what happens to
older Americans who have already
spent their life savings in nursing
homes? We know that right now for
elder Americans in nursing homes,
Medicaid actually covers the cost of
two out of three of those individuals.

I will quote from a piece that ran
just this past weekend in the New York
Times: ‘“Roughly one in three people
now turning 65 will require nursing
home care at some point during his or
her life.”

Over three-quarters of long stay
nursing home residents will eventually
be covered by Medicaid.

Many American voters think Med-
icaid is only for low-income adults and
their children, for people who aren’t
“like them.” But Medicaid is not some-
body else’s insurance; it is an insur-
ance for all of our mothers and fathers
and eventually for ourselves.
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I continue the quote:

Mr. Trump and the Republicans would
lower spending on the frailest and most vul-
nerable people in our healthcare system.
They would like most Americans to believe
that these cuts will not affect them, only
their ‘‘undeserving neighbors,”” but that
hides the truth that draconian cuts to Med-
icaid affect all of our families. They are a di-
rect attack on our elderly or disabled and
are dangerous.

I want to wrap up with this con-
cluding thought: We know right now
that we are at a turning point in our
country, that the process that has
made this deliberative body known
throughout the land, throughout hu-
manity—that this deliberative body is
about to alter its tradition and have a
bill that affects tens of millions of
Americans done and crafted in a back
room without public input and rushed
to this floor. That is what the process
is right now.

As Martin Luther King said in a
speech to the medical community for
human rights in 1966, ‘‘Of all the forms
of inequality, injustice in health care
is the most shocking and inhumane.”

This bill will perpetuate injustice in
our Nation. It will further the gulf be-
tween the haves and have-nots. But it
does not just target the vulnerable, the
elderly, the poor; it targets all of us. It
targets our character as a country, our
highest ideals, the very core of many,
if not all, of our States. The least of
these. The least of these.

We cannot allow this legislation that
will so hurt our country to be crafted
in darkness behind closed doors. It sub-
verts a mighty tradition of the world’s
most deliberative body to be rushed
through and cause so much damage to
s0 many Americans and indeed the
very soul of our country.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER
CRUZ). The Senator from Indiana.

—————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

(Mr.

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. YOUNG. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate be
in a period of morning business, with
Senators permitted to speak therein
for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

TRIBUTE TO DR. M. LYNNE CORN

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I would
like to take the opportunity to submit
to the RECORD of the U.S. Senate a
statement to celebrate the career of
public service of Dr. M. Lynne Corn,
offer my heartfelt congratulations on
the occasion of her retirement from the
Congressional Research Service, and
wish her happiness and prosperity in
the next chapter of her life.

For over three decades, Dr. Corn
dedicated the better portion of her pro-
fessional career to serving the Congress
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of the United States from within the
halls of the Library of Congress. As a
specialist in the study of natural re-
sources, Federal land management,
earth sciences, agriculture, and endan-
gered, species recovery, she has guided
and informed the decisionmaking of
countless Members of Congress and
Senators, and their staffs, on the
major, related issues of her time.

As a Senator representing the State
of Utah and as a Westerner, her policy
acumen has on countless occasions
aided legislative efforts that have had
a substantial impact on my constitu-
ency. She has served as an invaluable
guide in the drafting of legislation and
helped inform some of the most dif-
ficult votes I have cast, and I can say
without question that she has helped
guide the process of passing some of
the most difficult pieces of legislation
into law. As well, as some of my most
senior staff can attest, she leaves her
position with a reputation of being
among the most informed and insight-
ful research and policy advisors on
Capitol Hill.

Let the record show that Dr. Corn
began working at the Congressional
Research Service in 1985, after having
served for almost 6 years in a congres-
sional office, including as an AAAS—
American Association for the Advance-
ment of Science—congressional science
fellow from 1979 to 1980. Dr. Corn came
to Capitol Hill after sharing her enthu-
siasm for the ecology of all types of
animals and plants with students at
Middlebury College, VT; Stockton
State College, NJ; and Arizona State
University.

Dr. Corn adeptly transitioned from
pedagogy to informing congressional
deliberations on policy development,
especially related to the Endangered
Species Act. Although her doctoral re-
search at Harvard University was re-
lated to a tropical ant species, Con-
gress put her biological expertise to
work researching and writing on the
Pacific Northwest’s spotted owl and
the species and habitat of the Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge. Dr. Corn also
became an expert in various conserva-
tion related trust funds, as well as the
Payments in Lieu of Taxes program,
which is critical to the rural inhab-
itants of my home state of Utah. Dr.
Corn excelled in the use of visual aids,
such as maps, to explain complex
issues to congressional audiences.

But the work of a congressional re-
searcher can sometimes be more light-
hearted. I will share one incident, as it
has been told to me, when it was the
staff that provided the visual aid. Dr.
Corn was asked to come to a Senate of-
fice to identify a dead snake coiled in
a coffee tin. Upon examination, she
identified the snake, a corn snake, just
as the Senator walked into the office.
As a country-raised man, he knew well
the species that was native to his re-
gion, and a memorable conversation
with the Senator followed, about the
quiddities of that particular species,
which both the Senator and Dr. Corn
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